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In Revelation 6 the Tribulation begins with the opening of the scroll. As the scroll 

is opened, six seals are broken resulting in six curses being released on the earth. 

Chapter 8 picks up with the opening of the seventh seal and seven angels appear. 

Seven trumpets are given to them. Each has a turn to sound their trumpet, and 

as with the seven seals, once each trumpet is sounded, a new judgement is 

released on the earth.  

 

I. Destruction (Revelation 8:6-13) 

The first four angels sound their trumpets. The first results in a third of the earth 

burning up, the second results in a third of the fish in the seas dying, the third 

results in a third of the fresh water becoming bitter and undrinkable and more 

died. The fourth trumpet sounded and a third of the sun, moon, and stars were 

darkened. In summary, the first four trumpets destroyed a third of the land, salt 

water, fresh water, and the heavens. Verse 13 states as bad as all this, the worse 

is yet to come when the last three trumpets are blown.  

• As a result of sounding these four trumpets, a third of creation is 

destroyed. What do you think it was like for the two-thirds still here? 

• God uses fire as a means of judgement in this passage. Look up 1 

Corinthians 3:10-15. How else will God use fire? 

o How will God use fire to test our works? 

o What is meant by works? 

o How can you ensure your works survive God’s fire? 

 

II.  Demons (Revelation 9:1-19) 

The last three trumpets bring on what is described as the ‘woes’. The fifth 

trumpet releases demons (described as locusts) from the bottomless pit. These 

demons inflict pain on those without the seal of God on their foreheads, but 

don’t kill them. The sixth trumpet calls an army from the East of two hundred 

million. A third of mankind is wiped out by this army.  

• What are ways the demons (locusts) are described? What was their 

purpose? 

• What are actions or attitudes which can cause pain today? 
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• When it comes to the Christian family, what are situations that can build 

up and support the body? What are situations that divide, tear down and 

cause pain in the body? 

• What can you do to make sure you are building up the body of Christ and 

not causing pain? 

 

III. Degenerates (Revelation 9:20-21) 

This last section of chapter 9 describes those who were left after the slaughter 

by the army from the East. Even after all they had experienced, they would still 

not repent. 

• What were the things those left alive still would not repent from? 

• After all they experienced, what do you think would motivate them to 

still reject the Lamb (Christ)? 

• Do you know of others who have experienced difficult times, yet still not 

willing to accept Christ? 

• Do you know a fellow Christian that has experienced difficult times and 

endures those times with joy because of their relationship with Christ? 

o How are they able to do that? 

o What can you do to not be swayed by your circumstances and 

experience the joy of your relationship with Christ regardless of 

your circumstances? 

 

The rest of humankind, who were spared and did not suffer these things, yet 

remained unrepentant… May it be that we display the purity and authenticity of 

our faith in Christ by deeds so that we never hear those terrible words, “Truly, 

truly I say to you, I do not know you.” “Depart from me, you workers of iniquity” 

[Mt 7:21–23]. Rather, may we hear this blessed invitation, “Come, you blessed of 

my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world” [Mt 25:34].  
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