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Scripture Text: Revelation 2:1-7 

 

Today’s message starts the section in Revelation where Jesus has a message for 

seven churches. It is likely that these seven churches were chosen to receive 

letters because of the lessons they provided for “all the churches” (Rev. 2:23), 

then and now. The first to be addressed was the church at Ephesus. Ephesus was 

one of the largest and most powerful cities in the Roman Empire. It was devoted 

to the worship of the goddess Diana, the fertility goddess, and the emperor of 

Rome who was considered a god. The church at Ephesus was probably planted 

by Priscilla and Aquila around AD 52. Paul ministered there for three years (Acts 

20:31) and used the city as a home base for the evangelization of the region (Acts 

19:8–10). Jesus challenges the Ephesian church to go back to their ‘first love’. 

I. A Word of Commendation (Revelation 2:2-3, 6) 

Jesus gives a word of commendation to the Ephesian Christians. They were 

diligent in their activities for Christ. They were also quick to challenge those who 

taught false doctrine and did not yield to the temptation to compromise biblical 

principles based on the influence of the culture. From the outside, they were a 

strong, effective church for Christ.  

• As a review, who are the ‘angel of the church in Ephesus’, the ‘seven golden 

lampstands’, the ‘seven stars’ and the One who holds them (Rev. 1:20)? 

• Based on this passage, what are some ways the Ephesian church 

demonstrated how they were a strong church? 

• What are some things today in which a church can appear strong and 

effective? 

o What are activities a church can do to have an impact on their 

community? 

o What is the impact for a church to maintain good doctrine? 

o What are the risks for Christians when they compromise their beliefs 

because of cultural influences? 

o How can you protect yourself from getting caught up in the priorities 

of the culture? 

 

II.  A Word of Confrontation (Revelation 2:4) 

Jesus recognized the work they had done for Him, but He knows their heart and 

knows their work for Him is empty when it is not done in love. It doesn’t mean 

He can’t use loveless works, but those who perform them are not blessed. The 

motivation to serve Christ should be in response to His love for us and in turn our 

love for Him. 
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• What did Jesus mean when He told the Ephesian Christians they have ‘left 

their first love’? 

o Who was their first love? 

• Describe elements of the excitement a new Christian experiences. 

• What are things that can cause us to leave our first love? 

 
III. A Word of Correction (Revelation 2:5, 7) 

Jesus told the Ephesian Christians they needed to get ‘back that loving feeling’! 

To do so, they needed to remember the walk they experienced when they were 

first saved. Then repent (turn back to Christ) from making activities and other 

items priority over their love for Christ. And finally, to repeat the process, as a 

result growing more in their love for Christ.  

• What are elements of your early Christian walk that could encourage you 

in rekindling your love for Christ? 

• How can the following items help you maintain and even grow in your 

love for Christ: 

o Daily Bible study 

o Regular worship 

o Christian fellowship 

o What else can help you grow in your love for Christ? 

• How can we encourage other Christian brothers and sisters who have 

lost ‘that loving feeling’ to rekindle the Christ flame? 
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