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Today’s text focuses on the second of the seven churches to whom Jesus sent 

messages – the church at Smyrna. Smyrna was one of the greatest cities in the 

region of Asia. It enjoyed great natural advantages, including an excellent harbor 

at the head of a well-protected gulf. It was thus the natural outlet for the trade 

of the rich valley of the Hermus and regions beyond. It was one of the first cities 

to worship the Roman emperor and it won the honor of erecting a temple to him 

in the reign of Tiberius. Smyrna was a faithful ally of Rome in the days before 

Rome was acknowledged in the region, so its loyalty meant something. Its large 

Jewish population bitterly opposed Christianity. The church in Smyrna was likely 

founded during Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 19). 

 

I. The Caring Savior (Revelation 2:8) 

To the church in Smyrna, also known as the ‘Persecuted Church’, Jesus opens His 

letter describing Himself in a way for them to know He’s been persecuted like 

they are. By the reference to His death, He acknowledges to them that He knows 

exactly what they are going though and that He will be there with them always 

(Heb 4:15-16).  

• Jesus did not say He would deliver the Christians in Smyrna from 

persecution, but that He would be with them in times of persecution. 

What effect might that assurance have for the Smyrnaean church? 

• What effect can Jesus’ presence have for His church today, in challenging 

times such as persecution? 

• Describe a time of struggle or difficulty when you felt Jesus’ presence with 

you.  

 

II.  The Cross of Saints (Revelation 2:9-10a) 

Jesus continues to reassure the Smyrnaean Christians that He knows what they 

are going through. The trouble described is seen as serious trouble, a burden that 

crushes. Their circumstances were extreme! But even though they were going 

through tribulation, poverty, slander, and prison, Jesus saw them as spiritually 

rich.   

• How would you describe what life may have been like, based on vss. 9-10a, 

for a member of the church in Smyrna. 

• Consider your situation as a member of Morningside. How do your 

concerns or circumstances compare to the Smyrnaean Christians? 
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• How important is it to build edifying relationships with your Christian 

family? 

• How can that equip you when tribulation, poverty, slander, or prison 

comes your way because of your relationship with Christ? 

 
III. The Crown for the Saints (Revelation 2:10b) 

Crown means a wreath which was the trophy awarded to the victor at the games. 

The believer who remains faithful, even when it means suffering or death, will 

receive the trophy of victory. His crown is avoiding the second death (vs. 11, 

20:14) and enjoying life with Christ.  

• As Jesus wraps up His letter to the church in Smyrna, He encourages 

them to live with an eternal perspective. What does it mean to live with 

an eternal perspective (2 Cor. 4:16-18)? 

• How can living with an eternal perspective effect how we live our day to 

day lives? 

• What are things that can distract us from an eternal perspective? 

• How does the example of the church in Smyrna encourage you that “even 

if…”, whatever comes your way, you will keep your eyes on Jesus, 

pursuing the crown of life? 
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