
 

Title: The Lukewarm Church (Laodicea)         Date: October 2, 2022 

Scripture Text: Revelation 3:14-22 

 

We conclude our look at the seven churches mentioned in Revelation 2-3 with 

today’s focus on the seventh church – the church in Laodicea. Laodicea was forty-

five miles southeast of Philadelphia and ninety miles east of Ephesus. Being an 

important trade center, it was one of the richest commercial centers in the world, 

so we have here a picture of the church in an affluent culture. Laodicea was noted 

for its banking and for its manufacture of clothing from the local black wool. The 

Christian church had apparently been established by the preaching of Epaphras 

(Col. 1:7; 4:12–13) along with the churches of Hierapolis and Colossae, during 

Paul’s three-year ministry at Ephesus (Ac 19:8–10; 20:31). In John’s day the 

condition of the church in this city had deteriorated sadly. This church receives 

the severest condemnation of all the seven to whom letters are sent. 

 

I. The Introduction of Jesus (Revelation 3:14)  

The letter to the church in Laodicea starts with an introduction of Jesus. He is 

referred to as “the Amen”, “faithful and true”, and “the Beginning of the creation”. 

The Amen is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “truth” and is reinforced 

with the “faithful and true Witness”. This reliability stands in sharp contrast to 

the unfaithfulness of the Christians in this city. Jesus was also the person of the 

Trinity who was the agent of creation (Jn 1:1-3; Col 1:16).  

• Describe in your own words the character of Jesus’ faithfulness and truth. 

• Why is it important for the church to experience Jesus’ faithfulness and 

truth and how can that experience be used for the church’s ministry? 

• Describe a time when Jesus’ faithfulness and truth was an 

encouragement to you. 

o What were the circumstances of that experience? 

o How might that experience equip you to be used for the ministry 

of the church/Jesus? 

 

II.  Jesus Condemns (Revelation 3:15-17) 

The deeds of this church are summed up in the accusation that they are neither 

cold nor hot. The imagery is derived from the water-supply of the city. Hot water 

was piped in from Hierapolis and cold water from Colosse. Because of the 

distance the water had to travel, it arrived at the city lukewarm. Hot water heals, 

cold water refreshes, but lukewarm water is useless for either purpose.  
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• A lukewarm church suffers from spiritual indifference 

o List specific characteristics of a church that is spiritually 

indifferent. 

o How does a church get to a point of spiritual indifference? 

o What can you do in your own Christian walk to avoid being lulled 

into spiritual indifference? 

• Another area a lukewarm church suffers from is spiritual ignorance 

o What is not happening in a church who is experiencing spiritual 

ignorance? 

o Why is it so important for a church to be based on God’s word? 

o What are reasons for churches to not commit to 

preaching/teaching the Bible? 

o What can you do in your own Christian walk to avoid spiritual 

ignorance? 

 

III. Jesus Counsels (Revelation 3:18-19) 

The Laodicean Christians thought they were rich and in need of nothing, but 

instead they were poor, blind, and naked (v. 17). Jesus offers Himself as the 

remedy. Instead of investing in and being influenced by the affluent culture, they 

needed to find their riches in Jesus.  

• What was Jesus’ remedy for their poorness? 

• What was Jesus’ remedy for their nakedness? 

• What was Jesus’ remedy for their blindness? 

• How does seeking our riches in Jesus affect our relationship with Him? 

Our relationship with the church?  

 

IV. Jesus Calls (Revelation 3:20-22) 

Jesus had been pushed to the outside of the church at Laodicea and He was now 

seeking to reenter through their repentance (v. 19). The verb form for knock 

suggests insistent, repeated pounding. Although He wants the entire 

congregation to open the door to fellowship with Him, the individual is ultimately 

the one who must decide (“anyone”, “him”, “he”).  

• What do vss. 20-21 say will happen to the one who opens the door and 

lets Jesus in? 

• Where is Jesus for you? Is He outside knocking on the door of your heart 

or inside your heart dining with you? 

o If He’s outside knocking, what do you need to do to open the 

door and let Him in? 

o If He’s inside, describe the blessing of dining with Jesus. 
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