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As part of our observance of Advent, which is intended to help keep us focused on Jesus
and to prepare our hearts for the celebration of the His birth, we look at the topic of JOY.
Jesus is the source of joy. The joy of Jesus is available to everyone but not everyone
experiences the joy of Jesus. Let’s look at several reasons why people may miss Jesus’ joy.

I. Some Hearts Are Closed (Matthew 2:1-3)

Herod ruled Palestine during this time. Rome had given him the appointment with the title
“king of the Jews’. Herod was known for many things, of which was his zeal for power and
paranoia about losing it. As the wise men arrive, they inquire of the location of the One
born King of the Jews. Herod saw Jesus as a threat to his power and position.

e Herod was more concerned in keeping what he had instead of the potential of
something greater that he did not have. How can comfort with “the known” inhibit our
effectiveness for Christ?

e What are examples of ways people may close their heart to Jesus, resulting in missing
out on His joy?

e Herod let his priorities and expectations get in the way of realizing who Jesus was (vs.
3). How can we let circumstances and expectations get in the way of us experiencing
joy?

e Describe how you’ve experienced joy by having an open heart for Jesus.

Il. Some Hearts Are Calloused (Matthew 2:4-6)

Upon hearing the news of the Messiah’s birth, Herod inquired of the religious leaders
where He would be born. They quote Micah 5:2, in Bethlehem. But instead of excitement
and expressing a desire to go see the Christ, they were content to stay where they were.
They were content with their religious activities and were not interested in a relationship
with the Savior.

e What might have been some reasons the religious leaders showed no interested in
going to see the Messiah themselves?

e What does it look like for the Bible, Sunday worship, and even prayer time becoming
rote and routine?

e How canour priorreligious experiences be a potential stumbling block to experiencing
Jesus’ joy?
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Ill. Some Hearts Are Crowded (Luke 2:7)

While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem Jesus was born. As a newborn, He was placed
in a manger (a nearby animal feeding trough) instead of a cradle because regular
accommodations were not available. Where was the innkeeper? He is not mentioned in
scripture. He may not have been there because he was too busy. Busy tending to his
properties, busy making money. Allimportant things to him, but because of his busyness,
he missed Jesus.

e What are things that you can be busy with?

e |syour busyness typically accompanied by stress and anxiety?

o Not all busyness is a problem. Sometimes there are things that need to be done. But
what does it mean if you must put off your time with Jesus because of your busyness?

e How can busyness affect our joy?

IV. Some Hearts Are Captivated (Luke 2:15-20)

There were shepherds in the fields watching over their flocks at night. In an instant they
were greeted by an angel with a joyful announcement that Christ the Lord was born.
Immediately, the shepherds went to see the Child. All was just as the angel had said. They
eventually went on their way glorifying and praising God. They experienced joy because
they had experienced Jesus. Their response was not one of selfishness, comfort, or
busyness, but total acknowledgement of God!

e How would you describe joy?

e Whatis the difference between joy and happiness?

e How can joy extend beyond our circumstances?

e  How can our experience of joy impact others for Jesus?

e What can you do to experience the joy of Jesus on a more regular basis?

There was a guy who told this story of when he was in college. There was a group of his
friends, and they made a big deal out of each other’s birthdays. They went all out for each
other to make their birthday special. His senior year, on his birthday, he was looking
forward to the party his friends would be throwing for him. He ran into difficulties and could
not make his party, and was unable to contact his friends. The friends waited and waited
and finally started the party without him. The next day he called his friends to letthem know
what happened and they said they had the party without him. He could not believe they
had his birthday party without him being there! It would be ridiculous to celebrate a
birthday without the ‘birthday boy’! How many will be celebrating Christmas without the
One for which they celebrate? Will Jesus be part of the birthday party you have for Him?
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