
 

Title: The Worldly Church (Pergamum)             Date: September 4, 2022 

Scripture Text: Revelation 2:12-17 

 

Today’s text focuses on the third of the seven churches to whom Jesus sent 

messages – the church at Pergamum. The church there was considered worldly, 

and this was the issue Jesus addressed in His letter. 

 

I. The Town 

Pergamum was about 15 miles inland and did not have a good trading position, 

but it was significant for its great library which was said to have contained more 

than 200,000 parchment scrolls. It was an important religious center. People 

came from all over the world to be healed by the god Asclepius. Zeus, Dionysos 

and Athene also had notable temples in the city. Pergamum was a center of 

Caesar-worship, and it had a temple dedicated to Rome as early as 29 BC. It is 

described by Jesus in His letter as the place where Satan dwells. There would be 

challenges to be a disciple of Jesus in such a place. 

• Can you think of biblical examples of individuals who were in 

circumstances that made it difficult to obey God and His word? 

• What does it mean to be a “worldly Christian”? 

• How can circumstances such as these foster the temptation to 

compromise and ‘live like the world’? 

• Name a time when you found yourself in circumstances that made it 

challenging to live for Christ. 

 

II.  The Testimony of the Church (Revelation 2:13) 

Jesus commends them in two areas: loyalty to His name, and loyalty to His faith. 

They recognized the power that was in the name of Jesus. They also understood 

that His word was good and true. He even gave the example of a man named 

Antipas who gave his life for the Faith.  

• Look up these verses, John 14:13-14, Matt 18:20, Acts 4:12, and describe 

how the name of Jesus is described in each. 

• What does it mean that there is power in the name of Jesus? 

• Describe an example of you, or someone you know, that experienced the 

power of Jesus’ name. 

• What does it mean to believe that the Bible is inerrant, infallible, and 

authoritative? 

• What are the dangers of not accepting these things about the Bible? 

 

https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/REV.2.13.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/JHN.14.13-14.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/MAT.18.20.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/ACT.4.12.nasb2020


 

III. The Tolerance of the Church (Revelation 2:14-15) 

Although Jesus commends them in vs. 13, there are issues He wants to address. 

The story of Balaam and Balak (Num. 22-25) describes Balaam’s attempt to curse 

Israel, but when God would not allow it, he convinced Balak to entice Israel to 

sin. This resulted in God’s judgement of the Israelites. Their sin was intermarrying 

with the locals, which was a direct violation of God’s instructions. They were 

acting like the world.  

• Why is it so important to ‘stay the course’ and not compromise our 

commitment to God and living according to His word in our culture 

today? 

• Read Matt. 5:13-16. What does it mean for a Christian to be salt and 

light? 

• What happens when we lose our saltiness? 

• What are examples of things that would cause us to lose our saltiness 

(loose our effectiveness as disciples of Jesus)? 

IV. The Treatment for the Church (Revelation 2:16-17) 

The treatment for sin is repentance! Turning from sin and towards God. Jesus’ 

analogies of hidden manna and a white stone represent His commitment to 

those who follow Him. The manna represents His strengthening and provision, 

and the white stone represents the covenant relationship based on His 

redemptive work. 

• In your own words, describe what it means to repent. 

• How could the analogies of manna and a white stone be a comfort to the 

Pergamum church? 

• How can they be a comfort to you? 

• When tempted to compromise, how can remembering Jesus’ 

commitment to you help you stay committed to Him? 

 

https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/REV.2.14-15.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/REV.2.13.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/NUM.22-25.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/MAT.5.13-16.nasb2020
https://my.bible.com/bible/2692/REV.2.16-17.nasb2020

