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We continue our look at the seven churches mentioned in Revelation 2-3. Today’s 

focus is on the fifth church – the church at Sardis. Situated thirty miles southeast 

of Thyatira, Sardis was one of the most ancient cities in Asia Minor, founded 

around 1200 BC. The people of Sardis were fascinated with death and 

immortality, observing the fertility cycles of nature and the worship of Artemis, 

the fertility goddess. There is no praise for the church in Sardis, and the Lord’s 

criticism is haunting. Spiritually they were as good as dead.  

 

I. The Condition of the Church (Revelation 3:1) 

The church at Sardis had a reputation of being an alive church. People heard of 

and knew about Sardis’ church. But in reality, they were a dead church. When 

something is dead, it no longer fulfills the purpose for which it was created. This 

is what happened to the church in Sardis. 

The church has many purposes, but three of the majors are: 

• To glorify God 

o Worship, praise, focusing on Him, and obedient living. 

o When it comes to glorifying God, how is that practiced today? 

o What does it look like for a dying church to “worship”? Where is 

their focus? 

o How well can anyone glorify God if they are distracted by their 

circumstances or worried what others think of them? 

o How does the Christian’s obedient living glorify God? 

• To edify the Saints 

o To effectively edify the Saints, the body must be diligent 

concerning exercising their spiritual gifts. 

o How can using spiritual gifts contribute to the edification of the 

saints? 

o How familiar are you with your spiritual gift(s)? 

o On a scale of 1-5, how would you rate your practice and 

development of your spiritual gift(s)? 

• To evangelize sinners 

o By the edification received at church, we are energized to engage 

a lost world. 

o How prepared are you to share your testimony with a lost 

person? 
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o Briefly describe your testimony.  

o Will you commit to pray for opportunities to evangelize more? 

Remember, it is by the Holy Spirit we have the power to fulfill the purpose of the 

church. Without the Holy Spirit’s presence, the church does not glorify God, but 

rather is focused on personal reputation. It is not edifying the Saints but seeking 

personal satisfaction. And they are not evangelizing the sinner because they are 

indifferent to the lost. 

 

II.  The Correction for the Church (Revelation 3:2-3) 

Jesus instructs the church to “Wake up!”, to realize their condition. They need to 

remember what they were taught and repent from their current state. They need 

to renew their commitment to Christ and fulfilling the purpose of the church.  

• Describe a time when you had gotten ‘off course’ and found yourself 

pursuing your ways and not God’s ways. How did getting back on course 

effect your relationship with God? 

o To repent is to turn, or change direction and behavior, back 

towards God. Why is repentance needed to restore a close 

relationship with God?  

o What is the difference between repenting and remorse.  

o Why is remorse not enough? 

 

III. The Affirmation of the Church (Revelation 3:4-6) 

God always has a remnant, those who have stayed committed to Him, whom He 

can use for His work.  

• Why does God always preserve a remnant of those who stay committed 

to Him, even when times get tough? 

• What does it mean when Jesus describes those who “soiled their 

garments”? 

• How are those who have not “soiled their garments” rewarded? 

• If you were part of the church at Sardis when John wrote this letter, 

based on your current lifestyle, would your garments be soiled? 

By the act of repenting, our soiled garments are washed white as snow, and we 

are then reflections of Christ. 
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